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sence of poetry, always had one at hand: I'esquif, the ship. But,
whatever happened to that eternal ship of hers, whether safe
in port, battling, wrecked, triumphant, the verses through
which she sailed were drearily unpoetical. The language of
common intercourse is full of images: some of them blurred
and forgotten, some trite and conventional, not a few, especially
in slang, rough but vivid. When we say: "It dawned upon me
that I was the goat," we have no idea that we are inditing
poetry. For Gustave Flaubert, the duty of the artist is to be on
his guard against the metaphors that come teeming to his mind.
"I am devoured by them," he confessed, "as if by vermin, and
spend my time crushing them." It is possible for prose, vulgar
or artistic, to be a writhing mass of metaphors, and for poetry
to rise stark above every figure of speech.

Does poetry consist in the taming of rebellious form, in the
conquest of difficulty? Can we say that only that art is robust
and will survive, which is the fruit of patient effort? This inter-
pretation is tempting. It is a fact that some of the greatest
poetry is difficult in every sense: strenuous for the writer,
laborious for the reader. We cannot conceive Milton happily
dashing off Paradise Lost. After all, any "Would-be Gentle-
man" can pour forth prose unaware.

Aye, but it will not be Milton's prose, nor Walter Pater's,
nor Santayana's. On the other hand, with some training, our
"Would-be Gentleman" might very well reel off smooth verse
as abundantly as Martin Tupper himself. George Bernard
Shaw avers that, after writing The Admirable BashvilU^ he
gave up blank verse as too easy, and went back to the more
exacting discipline of prose. The sonnet is conceded to be an
arduous form to master:yet,in our own days, a young American
Doctor has reached the point of thinking automatically in son-
nets, and has let loose a spate of no less than a thousand all at
once upon an astounded public.

If difficulty were in itself a merit, the prize would go to
achievements which belong to acrobatics rather than to litera-
ture. Here are a few examples. We happen to know a number